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One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three 

in the afternoon.  2Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate 

called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  
3When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  4Peter looked 

straight at him, as did John.  Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  5So the man gave them his 

attention, expecting to get something from them.  
6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you.  In the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  7Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, 

and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong.  8He jumped to his feet and began to 

walk.  Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising 

God.  9When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they recognized him as the 

same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled 

with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

 

If you could have any ability, any ability at all, which would you choose: the ability to fly 

or to run incredibly fast, the ability to see through or walk through walls, telekinesis, 

clairvoyance, or invisibility?  I’m guessing it’s a question that you’ve thought about before.  

Maybe someone asked you; maybe it was part of some stupid quiz on Facebook; or maybe it was 

just something that crossed your mind one day while watching a superhero movie.  Here’s a 

better question: Why would you like that ability?  That’s what usually separates us from the 

superheroes, isn’t it?  They always use their abilities to save other people, when I think about 

what powers I would want, it’s usually on the basis of what would be most convenient to me. 

After church last Sunday, I drove up to my parent’s home in Michigan.  My thought, at 

the moment was that teleportation would be a pretty handy ability.  I mean, come on, cars are so 

1900s why don’t we have teleportation yet?  My motivation, of course, was selfish.  I was 

impatient; I didn’t want to spend eighteen hours on the road even if it meant I got to see my 

family.   

The word “ability” is not limited to super-powers either.  We have other, more mundane 

abilities: the ability to talk, to walk, to think, and to breathe.  So how do we use those abilities?  

Is it primarily to help others or, once again, is it mostly to help ourselves? 

Today is the beginning of Week 2 of our Impact! series.  For eight weeks, we’re taking a 

look at how Jesus’ death and resurrection impact our lives today.  Last week, we saw that Jesus 

starts impacting us at the heart.  Through His death and resurrection, Jesus removed our stone-

cold hearts of sin and replaced them with new, living hearts that are filled with His righteousness 

and purity.  These next seven weeks, what we’ll be looking at are, in a sense, side effects of that 

change of heart.  This week, in particular, we’ll look at how the death and resurrection of Jesus 

impact our abilities. 

The Scripture we’ll be focusing on today is our second lesson from this morning: Acts 

3:1-10.  Traditionally, the second lesson each Sunday is called the “epistle” lesson.  “Epistle” is 



another word for letter and typically, the second lesson comes from one of the letters that the 

apostles wrote to the early Christian churches.  Occasionally though, like today, that second 

lesson comes from the book of Acts.  “Acts” is not really the full name of the book; it’s actually 

The Acts of the Apostles.  It is a sequel, if you will, to the Gospel of Luke.  In his account of the 

Gospel, Luke sought to lay out, in an orderly fashion, the proof that Jesus was the fulfillment of 

the promised Messiah.  In Acts, he lays out (again in an orderly fashion) the work of the apostles, 

after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, as they took that gospel message into the world.  After the 

day of Pentecost, our lesson this morning is the first recorded miracle of the apostles. 

As you read through the account, it would be easy to take the healing of this crippled man 

as the focal point of the lesson.  Today, however I’d like to focus more on Peter and John.  We 

hear more in the Bible about Peter and John than we do any of the other twelve apostles.  They 

were two very influential characters in the founding of the Christian church.  So as we look at 

them today, how do we see the impact that the gospel had on them? 

What we see is Peter and John exhibiting a rather remarkable ability.  Even more 

incredible than being able to walk after a lifetime as a cripple, is the ability to say to a life-long 

cripple, “Walk,” and actually give him the power to do that.  We need to remember though, that 

the power to work that miracle did not come from Peter or John, and to be fair, “walk” was not 

the only word they spoke. 

Let’s look once again at the words recorded for us in Acts 3.  One day Peter and John 

were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.  2Now a man 

who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he 

was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  3When he saw Peter and 

John about to enter, he asked them for money.  4Peter looked straight at him, as did John.  

Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  5So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 

something from them. 6Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I 

give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  7Taking him by the right hand, 

he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong.   

The power that Peter and John had to heal this man did not come from themselves; it 

came from the words that Peter spoke In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Peter was 

giving credit for this miracle to Jesus.  Jesus who, just before He had ascended to heaven, 

proclaimed, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me (Mt 28:18). 

Peter and John knew that Jesus had the power to heal this man, not only because they had 

seen Him perform similar miracles while He was with them, but because, even better than that, 

they had seen Jesus die and rise again.  They had seen Jesus heal the world from sin, so their 

confidence that He could perform this much lesser miracle, was one hundred percent.   

If you back up to Acts 2, you’ll find the account of the Day of Pentecost when God filled 

the Twelve Apostles with the Holy Spirit and with power.  He gave them the ability to do 

miracles so that people (including you and I) would know that the message they were 

proclaiming was truth and would come to know Jesus as their Savior.  He gave them that ability 

so that God’s name might be praised on account of them.  And that’s exactly what happened that 

day at the temple.  8[The man] jumped to his feet and began to walk.  Then he went with 

them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.  9When all the people 

saw him walking and praising God, 10they recognized him as the same man who used to sit 



begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and 

amazement at what had happened to him. 

When we read this account, we get a little flavor of that wonder and amazement.  But 

isn’t it kind of like watching a superhero movie?  It would be easy to walk away from this 

account, thinking, “Well, I can’t heal people by talking to them, so it might be a nice story, but it 

doesn’t mean much to me.”  If that’s the case, then we’ve totally missed the point. 

I’m going to back us up to the words of Peter in verse six, Silver or gold I do not have, 

but what I do have I give you.  I would argue that those four little words “what I do have” are 

four of the most important words of the entire text.  You may not have the power to raise a 

crippled person to their feet after a lifetime of disability, but you do have the same exact thing 

that Peter is referring to here.  You have the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  So while you 

may not be able to change someone’s life by removing forty years of paralysis, you can make an 

even greater impact on their life by sharing the gospel message of Jesus and removing up to forty 

or more years of guilt, and doubt, and sin. 

Our individual abilities differ greatly.  But there is one ability that we all have in 

common.  That’s the ability to connect other people to the blessings Jesus has won for them.  

Now, you might think, “Whoa, Pastor, I don’t have anywhere near the same ability to do that as 

some people!”  But you do!  You might not have the same talents of public speaking or the same 

level of comfort teaching and instructing or even just talking to other people, but Jesus doesn’t 

need all of us to be pastors and teachers.  He just needs us to be Christians.  He just needs you to 

be you! 

Last week we saw that who you are has changed.  You were changed by Jesus when He 

gave up His life for you on the cross.  He took away your shame and guilt and exchanged it with 

blessings of forgiveness and holiness and life.  And with that new life that Jesus has given you, 

comes an incredible ability, an amazing power.  It’s the power, without even speaking a single 

word, to attract people to Jesus simply through the way you live your life.  At the same time, it’s 

the ability to live your life in a way that will attract others to Jesus. 

The testimony that our lives speak isn’t the full power of what we’re able to do.  I’d call 

it preevangelism.  Well, what does that mean?  Evangelism is sharing the gospel, sharing the 

good news of what Jesus has done for us through His death and resurrection.  Preevangelism is 

everything we do up to the point where we actually share that message.  The language we use, 

our practice of good hygiene, the clothing we choose to wear, the way that we interact with other 

people, all of those things are a part of the image that we have in the world’s eyes.  Through the 

way that we present ourselves to the world, we can and we do impact the response that they will 

have to the gospel.  That is an incredibly powerful ability. 

It’s pretty awesome, but it’s kind of scary too, because we know that we’re not perfect.  

We know that we don’t always live our lives to the fullest capacity of the new life that Jesus has 

given us. At times, we still exhibit that same old self-serving attitude.  We know that we don’t 

always present ourselves in a way that is going to attract others to God’s Word. 

Peter and John weren’t perfect either.  But when they called upon the power of Jesus to 

heal this crippled man, he stood up, and he started to walk around.  That’s because the power of 

the Gospel works despite our human failures.  What an amazing comfort that is. 



That’s why we can’t just live our lives in a manner that will attract people to the Gospel; 

we do eventually have to share the Gospel with them too.  Jesus has given us the ability to do 

that as well.  Jesus removed our sin and gave us a new, pure heart.  The more time we spend 

studying that amazing truth, the more opportunity the Holy Spirit has to plant a desire and the 

confidence within us to share that Gospel message with the people He’s placed in our lives. 

So, if you could have any ability, any ability at all, which would you choose?  And why?  

Teleportation and invisibility I do not have, but what I do have is better.  And you have it too.  

We have the power of the Gospel.  We have the power to save lives and in doing so, to bring 

praise to God.  We have that power, that ability, because Jesus has given it to us.  He has 

commanded us to use it and He has promised that when we do, it will work.   

Part of the impact that Jesus made on us through His death and resurrection is that He has 

given us the ability to impact others.  We do that by using all of the everyday abilities He has 

given us, like the abilities to walk, breathe, think, and talk.  But far greater than those, He’s given 

us the ability to introduce the power of the Gospel into the lives of people who badly need it so 

that He can change their hearts too.   

Don’t throw that away.  Don’t let that ability fizzle out.  When we stop filling ourselves 

with the Gospel, when we stop coming to church and studying God’s Word it not only gets 

harder and harder for us to make a positive impact on others, we even start losing the impact that 

Jesus had made on us.  Fill your lives, as much as you possibly can, with Jesus and the gospel 

message of His death and resurrection.  Let that gospel impact you, so that you will be able to 

impact others.   

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who died and rose again: Amen. 

 


